THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

An American Baptist Church—A Welcoming and Affirming Church

FROM THE PASTOR

The Annual Meeting of the First Baptist Church took place on Sunday, February 7,
2010. Minutes will be published for fuller detail, but here are some random
observations from my perspective.

First, there was a cushion of time between the worship service and the business
meeting. That time allowed members to enjoy each other’s fellowship over a luncheon
prepared by Emily Smith and volunteers. Members could read the annual reports
collected in the booklet which was distributed (and which are still
" available in the church office for anyone who did not obtain a copy). The
use of the round tables encouraged good conversation.

) Second, there is an extraordinarily high level of skill among our leaders.
Outgoing Moderator Dr. Landy Johnson knows how to run a good
meeting that does not feel rushed, allows ample opportunity for
discussion, but at the same time moves on without undue delay. That is an important
skill! Our leadership who presented financial information, Steve Loring and Rick
Markello, are skillful in explaining the meaning of numbers so that all of us can
understand the budget. The result was a unanimous vote in favor of the 2010 budget
of $870,500.

Third, the congregation was engaged, caring, and thoughtful. Members of the church
care enough to serve on boards and committees, and they have every intention of
being the faithful people we all feel called to be. Congratulations to the newly elected
leaders. I look forward to working with our new Moderator, Dr. Tom Grisso, along
with the newly formed boards and committees.

Thomas R. McKibbens,
Senior Minister

Volume 29, Issue 3 March 2010

INSIDE this issue:
Please Take Note of These Dates:

Youth & Christian Ed... 2
Music & Arts Update... 3 ¢ World Day of Prayer — Mar. 5
A Lenten Devotional 4 e Men’s Breakfast @ KP’s — Mar. 6
Checking out Books 5 e Newsletter Deadline — Mar. 9
MARCH CALENDAR Center e Daylight Saving Time — Mar. 14
Prayer Ministries 8 e Baptism Dinner — Mar. 28
Just for KIDS 10 e PAIM SUNDAY — Mar. 28
...and much more! Chom Lt Bopém of Youls
‘D USHERS & GREETERS *‘%
9194 No Special Skills Required! ﬂ% =

The Usher & Greeter Team is seeking more individuals to join us and to commit
to only one Sunday a month. Our primary function is to greet Sunday Morning
parishioners, distribute bulletins, and collect the offering. If you have an interest,
please leave your name at the Church Office, or send an email to
rbergstrom@charter.net—we’d LOVE you to be a part of our team!




We can do
great things
when we
come
together for
a single
purpose.

FBC CHURCH
SCHOOL
BIRTHDAYS
FOR MARCH

Jacqueline Mae
Marcinkiewicz—4th
En Le Ping Samborski—4th
Kate Miller-Vickers—21st
Gregory Loring—22nd
Nicole Miller—23rd

The First Baptist Church

YOUTH & CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

There are many parts to any successful
journey, and much of that success is
dependent on proper planning. It is
difficult to venture out when you do
not know where you are going or have
any plans of how to get there. In the
year 2012 this church will be
celebrating its 20oth Anniversary.
Just as this is an opportunity to look
back and see what things were like in
past years and where we have been, it
is also a time for us to look toward
what we want for the future.

This month we are full into the season
of LENT, and the time of reflection that
goes along with it. During the days that
lead up to Holy Week, we should all
take moments of silence and
meditation to think about who we want
to be as a church. We can do great
things when we come together for a
single purpose. To begin reflection I
offer 1 Corinthians 12:12-13:

For just as the body is one
and has many members, and
all the members of the body,
though many, are one body,
so it is with Christ. For in the
one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free—and we were all made
to drink of one Spirit. NRSV

Now we rely on all of the parts of our
church body to lead us forward.

Faithfully Yours, Heather Kattan
Minister of Youth & Education

The New Revised Standard Version, copyright
1989 by the Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

For questions or concerns about any of
these events, please contact
Rev. Heather Kattan via email
[heatherk@fbc-worc.org] or phone
[508-755-6143 x228]. Please note time
adjustment to accommodate those
participating in the Baptism Class.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
March 7—LazerTag @ LazerZone
Join us for a time of fun and
fellowship as we play lazer tag
together. Meet in the church lobby at
12:30 PM to leave for Lazerzone in
Marlborough. Lunch will be provided.
Cost to play is $20.00. Remember to
bring a completed permission slip!

March 21—Worcester Fellowship
We will participate in Worcester
Fellowship, which hosts a service for
the homeless each Sunday on the
Worcester Common. This experience
will give you an opportunity to realize
how many individuals in Worcester go
without the things we take for granted,
and how giving our time can be of
benefit to them. We will gather at
12:00 Noon in the Lower Kitchen to
pack lunch, and then leave for the
Worcester Common.

March 28—Palm Sunday Baptism
We celebrate the choice of our youth
to be baptized today! The service will
be a time to witness their choice to live
a life of faith in Christ, and all are
invited to join us after service for a
special reception in Gordon Hall. I
invite everyone to join us for this
important event!
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MUSIC & ARTS UPDATE

The Women's Choir is singing four
works on Sunday, March 7, 2010 for
Morning Worship. There will be
special dedicated rehearsals for this
music on Thursdays, February 25 and
March 4 from 7:30 to 8:10 PM and on
Sunday, February 28 after Worship in
the Music Room for 30 minutes from

Bach will never be equaled in the
world of music. This is a fact that is
nonnegotiable. His brilliance is
beyond what almost anyone in the
world of music can comprehend. His
music is continually studied and
analyzed, producing new insights into
the master's approach to music and

Music

11:10 to 11:40 AM. This will give some his all encompassing knowledge of Schedule
who cannot be out during evening music. Thus, it is always a great MARCH
hours a chance to rehearse with the pleasure to touch greatness when

women at a time you will already be at performing music by Bach. March 7

church. The music is not difficult and
is very tuneful, so I think you could

His entire family was musical, so being
surrounded by music while growing

Women’s Choir

enjoy this experience. Please give this . . March 14
. . ., up makes it second nature to immerse .

one time event a try, I think you will If dult into thi 1d. If Chancel Choir

. 11 yourself as an adult into this world. I First Handbells
€njoy yourseil: alive today, he surely would be the
J.S. Bach's birthday is March 21, a superstar of music, both in performing March 21
Sunday! This is the 325th anniversary and composing. Chancel Choir
of his birth and his music is still goINg 1y Chancel Choir will sin ¢ Bach's
strong around the globe. There will be God is our Hope and Strenath March 28
a fifteen minute Prelude for those who P g Chancel Choir

would enjoy a major organ work from
the master, plus an extended Postlude
as a segue to that day’s Adult Forum!

William Ness,
Minister of Music & Arts

Chorister Choir

¥ Habitat Habitat for Humanity® - Metrowest/Greater Worcester is starting a ReStore and needs donations. ReStore is
like Goodwill® only for building supplies and home improvement items. We are getting the project off the

B,Q_S.L‘?.LQ ground and need items to stock the store. Below is alist of things we can accept:

Appliances: Items three (3) years old or less in good working order with no repairs needed.
Architectural Items: Columns, antiques, window, mantelpieces, etc.
Cabinets/Countertops: Individual pieces or full cabinet sets-kitchen or bathroom. Must be in good condition.
Flooring: New only carpet & padding, wood flooring, vinyl tile, sheet vinyl, linoleum, ceramic tile.
Doors: Exterior or interior
Electrical: Residential items only.
Hardware: Complete sets of door hardware, hinges, etc.; any quantity of nails, screws, hangers, connectors, etc.
Paint: Any new, full, unopened, non-rusted cans of latex paint or stain.
Plumbing : Sinks, bathtubs, showers, faucets (no rust)
Lumber: Dimensional-4 ft lengths or longer, treated or non-treated
Sheet Goods: Full sheets of particleboard, pressboard, plywood, paneling, etc.
Lighting: Good condition and in working order
Windows: ¢ All windows and screens, and all tracking or framing; minimum double panes, no single pane
* Double-hung, picture, or bay; complete window units with all sashes, no rot, no cracked or foggy glass.
Roofing Materials/Gutters: New shingles, full bundles, rolls of roofing material.
We also accept: Furniture and Furnishings — no upholstered furniture unless brand new.

Our store is located at 7 Gold Street in Worcester, and the hours are 10:00 AM to 12:00 noon on Saturdays. If
you wish to donate items please call 508-439-7655 or email us at restore@gwhfh.org. We ask donors to make a
financial contribution if a pick up is necessary to help defray the cost of truck rentals.







