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FROM THE PASTOR...ON HIS HALF SABBATICAL

First, I want to thank the church for the valuable opportunity of sabbatical. This is a
time of renewal, but it is more than a vacation. Sabbatical is an extended and focused
time of study and learning, and I fully intend to use the time productively and in ways
that will benefit both the church and my own personal and professional life.

Second, I want to invite any who wish to join me in thinking together about a global

= ethic. The focus of my study this summer will be several recent works of

4‘ g, . Hans Kiing, published through the Global Ethic Foundation. You can access

w2 great deal of information about the foundation from its website at http://

www.weltethos.org/dat-english/index.htm. Or, you can Google “Global
Ethic Foundation”.

This study, although using the term “global,” is pertinent to every local community in
our nation. The Foundation builds its programming on the following three assertions:
1. No peace among nations without peace among the religions
2. No peace among the religions without dialogue between the religions
3. No dialogue between the religions without investigation of the foundation
of the religions

Local churches such as ours are on the front lines of such dialogue and attempts to
understand different religions. Our congregation is filled with smart, inquisitive
people of all ages who care about living peacefully and productively in community
with diverse peoples. While we gladly take our positive stand as Christians, we
recognize and respect the differing religious traditions of those around us.

The truth is that I cannot in the normal weekly routine read and concentrate on the
important works currently being written on this subject. This is not typical summer
reading, but I welcome any who wish to join me in delving into the work of Hans
Kiing as well as others during these summer weeks. Blessings on you all!

Thomas R. McKibbens, Senior Minister
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IVSIDE Hais sssite: Please Take Note of These Dates:

Youth & Christian Ed... 2

Music & Arts Update... 3 ¢ Office Closed —July 3

From the Moderator... 4 e IndependenceDay — July 4
Checking out Books... 5 e Summer Choir Begins — July 5
July Calendar... Center ¢ Newsletter Deadline — July 9
TABCOM Gathering 8&9 e Tanglewood Trip — July 12

...and much more! ¢ 4-R-KIDS — July 17

COMING SOON:4-R-KIDS 2009!
A Summer Learning Program with the Elm Park Community School
and the Worcester School Department.
VOLUNTEERS WILL BE NEEDED to walk from the school site to FBC and
back, AND/OR to help with crafts, breakfast, lunch, and snacks.
CORI required. More info to come. Please speak with Heather Kattan
or Jean Perkins for more information!




Take some time

this summer to
really think
about where
you are and
where you
want to go...

The First Baptist Church

Youth & Christian Education

FBC CHURCH
SCHOOL
BIRTHDAYS
FOR JULY

77— Sophia Swenson
9 — Zachary Marcinkiewicz
17— Ann Ming Samborski
20— Whitney Colebrook
21 — Katie Duval
26 — Paul Seth Lindstrom
26 — Carl Gustafson

It is always strange to be writing these
articles for the newsletter almost a
month before it will actually come out.
I find myself struggling to look ahead
to what life will be like in July, but at
the moment it is only a few days into
June. There is still a week or two of
crazy preparations before the
hopefully calmer summer will begin.
Perhaps it is because we grew up with
summer vacation, but it always seems
more relaxed during the months of
July and August. People tend to take
more vacations, the weather is

wonderful, and we break out the
shorts that have been packed away all
winter.

Even though we are entering
into the lazy days of summer,
let’s remember to still put
some focus on our faith lives.
Summer is the perfect time
to start a new devotional, spend some
extra time praying, or even thinking
about our faith during a peaceful walk
on the beach. You never know what
kind of amazing places that you will
get to until you take that first step. So
let’s all try to take some time this
summer to really think deeply about
where we are and where we want to
go. And, if you need it; the church
doors will be open.

In Christ, Heather Kattan,
Minister of Youth & Education

SUMMER ACTIVITIES

July 12—Cookout at the Harvey’s
& Swimming at the JCC

Come cool off from the summer heat!
Join us for a meal together at the home
of Paula, Mike, and Stephanie Harvey,
and then we will walk to the JCC for

some swimming. We will leave the
church at 11:30 AM—SIGN-UP! A
COMPLETED permission slip is
required for this event.

July 26—Visit to Overlook Farm

Come and join us for a trip to Overlook
Farm in Rutland, MA. Learn more about
the Heifer Project International and
spend time seeing the animals. This trip
is open to all ages, and it will kick off our
goal to raise $500 to buy a heifer. We
will leave the church at 11:45 AM and
return at approximately 3:30 PM. SIGN-
UP, and bring your own bag lunch!
Ages 10 and under MUST be
accompanied by a parent. Ages 11-
17 not accompanied by a parent
must bring a COMPLETED
permission slip.

August 2 thru 5 — CAMP E.D.G.E.
Vacation Bible Camp, 2009

See details in your monthly mailing!
August 15—Canobie Lake Park

Rollercoaster, water rides, and fried
dough...oh my!!! Sign up to spend the
day enjoying the rides at Canobie Lake
Park. We will leave the church at 10am
to arrive at Canobie Lake Park at
11:15am, and we will depart at 5pm to
arrive back at the church at 6:15pm. The
cost is $30 (if you are under 48” tall the
price is $21). You must sign up for
this trip by August 9th to secure a
spot in the car. A COMPLETED
permission slip is required for this
event.

August
Workshop

Do you enjoy acting? Are you curious
about what it is like to be on stage? Join
us in Gordon Hall for an afternoon of
fun and theatrics! The workshop will
begin at 11:45 AM and will run until
2:00 PM. SIGN-UP & bring a bag lunch!

23—Acting/Theatre
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Music & Arts Update

Worship on July 26 will be out of the
ordinary in terms of how the organ
will be employed in the service. The
genesis for this service came about
through the “organ service” presented
to the American Baptist Retirees of
Massachusetts. William Ness was
asked to play an organ recital that was
interactive with the listeners. After
much deliberation he came to the
conclusion that everyone enjoys being
involved in worship.

Most of the listeners that day were
retired ministers who can preach at
the drop of a hat anywhere, anytime!
So William thought, “Why not turn it
around to have the organ do the
preaching?” In fact, there is precedent
in eighteenth century France where
the organ would alternate with the
priest in presenting “words in music”
through different responses in the
service. Now, realizing we do not
duplicate a mass, the organ is very
present in Protestant worship, either
by leading the congregation in song or
by reflection in the many voluntaries
that come from the organ.

Instrumental music of whatever kind
is to reflect and or lead the worshipper
into a mindful time of spiritual retreat.
Upon entering the sanctuary, the
prelude often comments on the
opening hymn to prepare you for the
oncoming singing that you will
participate in more fully if you are
aware.

Familiarity and variety go hand in
hand in creating and experiencing
weekly worship. None of us would
tolerate the same sermon and
scripture presented consecutively for
two or three weeks! The repetition of
material presented would be stale or
“old hat” after the first week. The same
is true of the music and other
presentations which would run stale.
There are, however, sections of the
service and responses that have
meaning and bear repeating. Our most
obvious repetitions of sung music are
the Doxology and Gloria Patri. The
reason of repeating these are
elemental to our faith in the
acknowledgement of the trinity each
week in worship.

Understanding faith and practice are
an essential part of the sermon,
scripture, and quite often the musical
commentary in worship. It is to this
end I am presenting the organ in
worship on July 26, 2009, with organ
music chosen to highlight several of
the hymns, make commentary on
scripture, and a composed work to
parallel what would be the sermon of
the day. Details will be included in the
bulletin on July 26 to understand how
the music chosen will present a
worship service with integrity and
meaning which is rich in content for
all who will listen.

William Ness,
Minister of Music & Arts

The Drarna Toam Keep your eyes open for more details. ...

Needs You!

Can you act.. .sing. ..dance...make props...paint sets...etc.?
If so, WE NEED YOU. The PHOENIX PLAYERS will arise!

Auditions and Rehearsals will begin in July.

The Phoenix Players

The organ will be
presented in
worship on July
26, with music
chosen to fulfill a
worship service
with integrity,
meaning and rich
content.

Blessed be the Lord
for the beauty of
summer and spring,
for the air, the water,
the verdure, and the

song of birds.

~(Carl von Linnaeus~







