
We are a community of believers who seek 
to grow in our faith and understanding as 

we live the Way of Jesus Christ. 

The First Baptist Church 
A Welcoming and Affirming Church 

Worcester, Massachusetts 
March 14, 2010 



MORNING WORSHIP 
 

March 14, 2010 .............................................................................................10:00 AM 
Please turn pagers and cell phones to silent mode. 

Nursery care is available for children during the worship service. 
Please speak to one of the ushers for assistance. 

 

PRELUDE Two settings of Passion Chorale...................................... Johannes Brahms 
  1833-1997 
  Peter Pindar Stearns 
  b. 1931 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN  24  God, You Spin the Whirling Planets ....... Hymn to Joy 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Come from the east and the west, the north and the south; 
People: We come to worship the God of our mothers and fathers, the God 
 of Jesus Christ. 
Leader: The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
 the Holy Spirit be with you. 
People: And also with you! 

 

*INVOCATION (unison) 
God who makes all things new; renew us, restore us, revive us gain! We 

need your love, your assurance, your wisdom, and your guidance. Let your 
presence be felt in our worship today. We pray in the spirit of Christ, who 
taught us the model prayer: Our Father…(debts) 

 

*GLORIA PATRI  734 ...................................................................................... Greatorex 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS ............................................... Heather Kattan 
 

*GREETING ONE ANOTHER ....................................................................... Faithfulness 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; all I have needed thy hand hath provided— 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

ANTHEM  How Can I Keep From Singing? ........................................................... Beverly McLarry 
 My life flows on in endless song; above earth’s lamentation  

I hear the clear though far off hymn that hails a new creation: 
No storm can shake my inmost calm, while to that rock I’m clinging, 
Since love is Lord of Heaven and Earth, how can I keep from singing? 



What though my joys and comforts die? I know my Savior liveth; 
What though the darkness gather round! Songs in the night He giveth. 

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that rock I’m clinging; 
Since love is Lord of Heav’n and earth, how can I keep from singing? 

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing: 
All things are mine since I am His—how can I keep from singing? 

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that rock I’m clinging; 
Since love is Lord of Heav’n and earth, how can I keep from singing? 

 

THE READING OF HOLY SCRIPTURE:  Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 (pg. 850).............. Landy Johnson 
The fourth candle is extinguished. 

 

LORD, LISTEN TO YOUR CHILDREN PRAYING................................... Children Praying 

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF THE CHILDREN ................................................... Heather Kattan 
(Children who desire to participate in a Children’s Worship Experience are invited to join their worship leader following the Children’s Message.) 

 

SERMON  The Prodigal Father .................................................Thomas R. McKibbens 
 

* HYMN  371  Our Father, We Have Wandered ...................................Passion Chorale 
 

THE OFFERING OF OUR PRAYERS 
THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 Offertory  How Can I Keep From Singing? ..................................... Arnold Sherman 
  b. 1948 
 *Doxology ......................................................................................... Old Hundredth 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. AMEN. 

 *Prayer of Dedication 
 

*CLOSING HYMN  372  I Then Shall Live ........................................................Finlandia 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  Chorale Prelude and Fugue on O Heartbreak, O Sadness. Johannes Brahms 
 

*Those who are able may stand. 
Chancel Choir 

First Handbells 
William Ness, Minister of Music & Arts 

CCLI #2763143 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH VALUE STATEMENTS 
INCLUSION 

We welcome all in Christ’s love. 
FREEDOM OF FAITH 

Individual interpretation of God’s Word and freedom of expression 
are cornerstones of our faith. 

SERVICE 
We seek to be a Christ-like presence in the world. 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
We encourage all to seek Christian growth. 

 

WE WELCOME YOU...to the Morning Worship of the First Baptist Church. If you 
are a guest, we express a special word of welcome and invite you to fill out the 
Welcome Card found in the pew rack. We are honored by your presence and 
hope you will return whenever you are able. The congregation of First Baptist 
Church, believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, embraces persons of every age, race, 
sexual orientation, denomination, cultural background, and economic means as 
vital and integral members of God’s family. We welcome everyone to 
participate in the membership, life, worship, and activities of this church. 

IF YOU ARE VISITING FOR THE FIRST TIME TODAY: 
Please join us for fellowship in Gordon Hall following the service. You can 
enjoy refreshments, meet members of this congregation, and learn about the 
many programs of this church. Gordon Hall is located by exiting the 
Sanctuary through the double doors near the pulpit. Enter Gordon Hall by the 
first door on the left in the hallway. 
If you are searching for a church home, we would love to get to know you. 
Please speak with the pastor, Thomas R. McKibbens, or call to speak with 
him during the week at 508-755-6143. 

Those with infants are welcome to take them to the Nursery. 
Please ask one of the ushers to assist you. 

HEARING AIDS, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS,  
AND CHILDREN’S BULLETINS ARE AVAILABLE… 

Please speak with one of our ushers for assistance. 
CHANCEL FLOWERS TODAY...are given by Tammy and George Butler 

in memory of Barbara and Gordon Butler.Z 



*SUNDAY EDUCATION SCHEDULE* 
8:00 AM: Bible & Bagels I 
8:45 AM: Continental Breakfast Served 
9:00 AM: Bible & Bagels II, Church School 
10:00 AM: Morning Worship 
11:00 AM: Coffee and… 
11:20 AM: Scrogin or Adult Forum, Activity Time 

Youth Group: See bulletin announcements or the posted schedule. 
BAPTISM CLASS MEETS TODAY...at 11:15 AM in the Youth Lounge. The class 
continues each Sunday at this time, concluding on March 21. Baptism will 
take place on Palm Sunday, March 28. 

TODAY’S ADULT FORUM...will be a discussion with a Mendean (John the 
Baptist) Iraqi refugee. These Iraqi’s have suffered persecution in Iraq 
because they are not Muslim. They have come to Worcester by way of 
Jordan, where they were refugees for two years. Representatives of the 
families of this community have been working hard to formalize their 
organization. The music they share is worth hearing, so please give your 
support by attending this Forum in the Whitney Room today at 11:20 AM! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SECRET FRIENDS BEGINS TODAY...and 
continues through April 18, 2010. Participating children and youth 
are encouraged to check their assigned mail slot located on the 
stage in Gordon Hall! 

THE NEW CENTURY COMMITTEE...is working on ideas (some already 
implemented) to expand membership at First Baptist Church. If you have 
additional ideas, please contact any member of the Committee, or join us 
at our next meeting on Tuesday, March 16 at 7:00 PM. Members of the 
New Century Committee include: Landy Johnson, Cathleen Samborski, 
David Johnson, David Story, Don Nelson, Dusty Miller, Jean Perkins, Linda 
Mosier, Rod Ferris, Steve Loring, and Tom McKibbens. 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS SUPPER...continues throughout the Wonderful 
Wednesdays sessions (Mar. 17, 24). Supper begins at 5:30 PM. Sign-up 
sheets are in the Church Office. Those wishing to enjoy the supper meal 
should sign-up by the Monday prior to each Wednesday by Noon. The 
requested donation for the meal is $5.50. 




